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‘ASSESSMENT CAN AFFECT PUPILS’ MOTIVATION TO LEARN. IT PLAYS A CRUCIAL 
ROLE IN IMPROVING LEARNING AND RAISING STANDARDS.’ 
STIGGINS, 2008 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
In Mullavilly Primary our children come from a variety of backgrounds and bring with them a 
wide range of abilities, experiences, personalities and interests. Through the breadth and 
balance of the Northern Ireland Curriculum, our pupils participate in a progression of learning 
experiences that are carefully structured to suit their needs. Assessment is an integral part of 
this process. It provides information with which to evaluate pupil strengths and weaknesses 
and the effectiveness of teaching and learning. It is then used to inform curriculum planning, 
the setting of children’s targets and the provision of resources. 

A commitment to Assessment for Learning (AfL) endorses the school’s participation in the 
Northern Ireland Curriculum and demonstrates an ethos in which the personalities, strengths 
and needs of children are considered and addressed individually. 

The Northern Ireland Curriculum uses the terms Communication, Using Mathematics and 
Using ICT. In relation to end of key stage targets, assessment tasks and benchmarking data 
the terms English and Mathematics are used by CCEA. 

 
 
 
AIMS OF ASSESSMENT 
 
Through assessment Mullavilly Primary School aims to: 

• provide each child, the teacher and parents with an indication of achievement and help 
to identify individual strengths and weaknesses;  

• evaluate levels of children’s learning against previous performance, personal ability and 
achievement by their peers;  

• generate data with which to track children’s progress over time;  

• confirm and/or influence teachers’ professional judgments;  

• inform curricular planning for individual children (AfL);  

• identify children who are gifted and/or talented;  

• identify children with special educational needs;  

• provide information on which to base future curriculum planning and resource decisions 
for year groups, key stages and whole-school;  

• fulfill statutory requirements relating to assessment.  

 

In Mullavilly Primary School, all staff seek to ensure that ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING and 
ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING are integrated into classroom practice.  
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ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
 
The types of assessment used in Mullavilly Primary School are: 
 
 
Standardised Tests in Literacy and Numeracy 
Standardised tests in Literacy, Numeracy and Reading are administered to pupils from Year 3 
to Year 7 in May. The formal assessment instruments that are employed include Progress Test 
English (PTE), New Group Reading Test (NGRT) and Progress Test Maths (PTM) and New 
Group Spelling Test (NGST). Children in year 2 also complete the Middle Infant Screening 
Test (MIST). 

The performance of all pupils, year groups and the whole school is carefully analysed by the 
Assessment, Literacy and Numeracy Co-ordinators using Assessment Manager and an 
‘Assessment Booklet’ is compiled at the end of the academic year for both English and Maths 
by the assessment coordinator. This booklet forms the basis of a discussion during an 
‘Assessment Baker Day’ where the performance of all pupils, year groups and the school is 
monitored and reviewed by all staff. The Literacy Co-ordinator, Numeracy Co-ordinator, 
assessment Co-ordinator and SENCO work in consultation with teaching staff to identify those 
pupils whose names should be placed on the SEN Register, those who should exit the SEN 
register and those who require targeted support e.g. withdrawal and in-class support from the 
SENCO, Reading Partnership and Maths Support. It is also used to identify those pupils who 
have performed lower or much lower than expected and those who have performed higher or 
much higher than expected. 

 
Cognitive Abilities Test 4th Edition (CAT 4) 
CAT 4 Tests are administered to P3, P4 and P6 pupils in January. The results of these tests 
are input into Assessment Manager and are benchmarked against pupils’ standardised scores 
in order to identify those pupils who are lower or much lower than expected or indeed higher or 
much higher than expected. 
 
 
CCEA Assessment Tasks 
Teachers carry out assessment tasks in Communication and Using Mathematics every half 
term from Year 2 to Year 7 as outlined in Appendix 1 in order to build up a portfolio of evidence 
for each pupil. Teachers engage in internal standardisation once every term.  
 
 
End of Key Stage Assessment 
Assessment at the end of each key stage forms an integral part of the school’s assessment 
programme. Each child in Year 4 and Year 7 is awarded a level in Using Maths, 
Communication and Using ICT. 
 
 
Annual Pupil Report 
At the end of each school year an annual written report is compiled containing information 
about a pupil’s progress in:  
 

• Areas of Learning 

• Cross Curricular Skills 

• Others Skills (Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities) 

• Interests and strengths 
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• Focus for Development 
 
This report is given to parents, and a copy of the report is kept in each pupil’s Assessment 
Folder.  
 
 
ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING 

The assessment of children’s progress is an integral part of the cycle of teaching and learning 
in every class. Assessment, both formal and informal, contributes to this ongoing cycle.  
 
In planning to develop skills, knowledge and attitudes appropriate to each child, teachers begin 
with pupils’ abilities, needs, previous knowledge and interests. They then select activities, 
resources and forms of classroom organisation that will achieve these learning outcomes. 

Assessment for learning enables teachers to judge the quality of learning against success 
criteria and to evaluate the need for further support, reinforcement or extension. It may also 
inspire new directions for learning through topic work, reading, ICT research, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
Each teacher ensures that: 

• Pupils are given opportunities to contribute to the planning process through the use of 
KWL Planning Boards when engaging in topic work 

• Clear learning intentions and success criteria are shared with all the pupils 

• There is effective questioning during the lessons 

• There is a variety of approaches to learning 

• Self and peer assessment is a regular part of the teaching and learning process 

• There is regular and positive marking of pupils’ work, highlighting areas for development 

• Observations and evaluations of learning are recorded on short term weekly notes for 
all areas of the curriculum. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Identification of Intended 
Learning Outcomes & 

Success Criteria 

Planning of Teaching 
Strategy & Classroom 

Management 

Evaluation of Teaching 
Strategy & Classroom 

Management 
 

Assessment of Learning 
against Success Criteria, 

Ability and Need 
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TARGET-SETTING AND BENCHMARKING 
 
In Mullavilly Primary School we aim to be objective and evaluate our performance annually 
against the Northern Ireland averages as well as against those schools that are in the same 
category of % of free school meals.  
 

During each school year the following cycle takes place: 

• All teachers get to know the children in their class; 

• Each teacher discusses his/her pupils with the previous teacher and sets targets based 
on estimated levels at which individuals might reasonably be expected to be working in 
Communication and Using Mathematics by the spring term. DENI bench-marking 
statistics and used to inform judgements; 

• End of Key stage summaries of these targets are considered against DENI bench-
marking statistics by the school’s management team and by governors; 

• Teachers record the levels at which children are performing and retain representative 
samples of work; 

• Year 4 and Year 7 pupils are awarded a level in Communication, Using Mathematics 
and Using ICT at the end of the spring term judged against the level descriptors 
provided by CCEA; 

• Year 4 and Year 7 results are forwarded to CCEA for confirmation  

• Teachers, management team and governors evaluate results against targets and 
benchmarking statistics; 

• Implications for planning are considered and, where necessary, issues such as 
resourcing and training are included in the School Development Plan. 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 

Children with Special Educational Needs are identified through assessment and teacher 
observation and judgement. All staff responsible for teaching children with SEN will adhere to 
the requirements of ‘The Code of Practice’ in ensuring the child receives his/her entitlement.  

Pupils with Statements may be exempt from end of Key Stage assessments and tests, at the 
discretion of the Principal. The Principal will seek advice from Outside Agencies prior to 
making this decision. 

 

NEWCOMER PUPILS 

Newcomer pupils may be exempt from end of Key Stage assessments at the discretion of the 
Principal and in consultation with Outside Agencies. School assessments are adapted to meet 
the needs of newcomer pupils through: 

• Visuals 

• Less verbal tasks 

• Timetabling for extra teacher support 

• An adult to read the questions 

• Extra time to carry out tasks 

• Provision of key words /phrases 
 
The benchmarks from the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) are used to 
assist in recording newcomer pupils’ progress, setting targets and planning for language 
learning. 
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NEW ADMISSIONS 

In addition to using information forwarded by a previous school, teachers employ appropriate 
assessment procedures to ensure that children entering classes after September work at a 
level that is instructional and in a suitable group.  

RECORD KEEPING 

Blue Individual Assessment Files are kept for each child. These contain Standardised 
Assessment Record Sheets, pupil reports from P1 to P7, record of achievement sheets from 
P1 to P7, standardized assessment analysis reports from P3 to P7 and any other information 
relevant to the child’s school experience.  

Each child also has a Communication and Using Maths Pupil Portfolio that tracks children’s 
assessment levels as they move through school. The communication portfolio (Blue) contains 
completed tasks in writing, reading and talking and listening. The Using Maths Portfolio (red) 
contains at least 3 tasks completed every year. All tasks in both folders have a cover sheet 
outlining the level awarded and the reasons why for each piece of work. 

A Class Assessment file accompanies the class as it progresses through the school. This file 
contains class assessment tables for each year and the group analysis reports form their 
CAT4, PTM and PTE results. It also contains WELCOMM results from Year 1. Teachers, when 
considering differentiation and other aspects of planning, may also use this information.  

Data relating to CAT 4, standardised test scores and SEN testing is stored on Assessment 
Manager, a component of the SIMS computer management system. This software enables the 
Literacy and Numeracy Co-ordinators, SENCO and class teachers to track progress and 
compare performance with previous attainment, innate ability and the achievements of peers. 

 

REPORTING 
 
Reporting to the principal and teaching staff on children’s attainment is by means of:  

• The annually published Assessment booklet containing scores for standardised tests; 

• End of Key Stage Assessment results; 

• Individual Assessment Folders containing test scores, etc.;  

• Assessment Manager on SIMS;  

• Communication and Using Maths Portfolios; 

• Staff meetings; and 

• Informal meetings.  
 

Reporting to pupils on children’s attainment is by means of:  

• Teacher comments on class work, both oral and written;  

• Self and Peer assessment; 

• Individual class reward schemes; and  

• Record of Achievement in Year 7;  
 
Reporting to parents on children’s attainment is by means of: 

• Parent/teacher interviews in October and March;  

• Comments on written work, including homework;  

• Annual Pupil Reports;  
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• End of Key Stage Assessment results; and  

• Informal meetings.  
 
Reporting to post-primary schools on children’s attainment is by means of:  

• Standardised scores and end of Key Stage results; 

• Information relating to special educational needs; and  

• Any necessary communication between teachers/principals from both sectors.  
ROLE OF THE ASSESSMENT CO-ORDINATOR 
 
The co-ordinator ensures that members of staff are kept fully up-to-date with the legal 
requirements, developments and research in primary school assessment. The co-ordinator 
acts in liaison with external agencies such as CCEA as necessary. In addition, the Assessment 
Co-ordinator: 

• Contributes to the School Development Plan; 

• Leads School Development in assessment, recording and reporting procedures; 

• Liaises with the Literacy and Numeracy Co-ordinators and the SENCO; 

• Attends and leads in-service training where appropriate; and 

• Reports to governors  
 
LINKS WITH OTHER SCHOOL POLICIES 
 
Mullavilly Primary School’s Assessment Policy has links with the following school policies: 
Homework Policy, Marking and Feedback Policy, SEN Policy, Positive Behaviour Policy and 
ALL Curricular Policies. 
 
RACE EQUALITY AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES: 
  
All children have equal access to the curriculum regardless of their race, gender, disability or 
ability. Teachers plan work that is differentiated so that all groups and individuals can achieve 
their potential and are committed to creating a positive climate that will enable everyone to 
work free from racial intimidation and harassment. 
 
MONITORING AND REVIEW OF THE POLICY 

The Assessment Policy will be monitored and evaluated in light of DE Circulars and 
information from CCEA. Governors will work alongside the Assessment Co-ordinator to ensure 
the policy is being followed to successfully deliver the planned outcomes. 

 

 

Adopted and signed on behalf of the Board of 
Governors 

 

Signature of Governor  

Signature of Subject Coordinator / Principal  

Review Date 
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APPENDIX 1: COMMUNICATION 
Foundation Stage 

  
Term 1A 

 
Term 1B 

 
Term 2A 

 
Term 2B 

 
Term 3 

 

Primary 1  
Talking and 
Listening 
 

Free choice Show 
and Tell (Not for 

portfolio) 

Themed Show 
and Tell (Not for 

portfolio) 

Themed Show 
and Tell - Task 

Sequencing 
stories, 3-4 

pictures, retell in 
own words – 

Task 
 

 

 
Reading 
 
 

Tricky Words 
1-20 

 
 
 
 

 
Key word 
Checklist 

Tricky Words  
1-40 

 
 
 

 
 

Key Word 
Checklist 

Tricky Words  
1–50 

 
Running Records  

 
 

Key Words and 
Sounds 

assessment 

Tricky Words  
1-60 

 
Running Records  
 

 
Key Words and 

Sounds 
assessment 

 
‘Pat has a red hat’ 
Read and draw – 

Task 
 

Tricky Words  
1–60 

 
Running Records  

 
 

Key Words and 
Sounds 

assessment 

 
Writing 
 
 

Write their 
Christian name, 

starting with 
capital letter 

 
 
 
 

Use of s, a, t, p, l, 
n 

Use of s, a, t, p, l, 
n and m, o, c, f, r, 

u, d, h 

Use of s, a, t, p, l, 
n and m, o, c, f, r, 
u, d, h and g, k, b, 
j, e, v, x, l, w, y, z 

‘The Toys Party’ 
Writing Captions - 

Task 
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Term 1A 

 
Term 1B 

 
Term 2A 

 
Term 2B 

 
Term 3 

 

Primary 2  
Talking and 
Listening 
 

     
Role Play and 

Show and Tell of 
“5 Minutes 

Peace” (L1) 
Task 

 
 

 
Reading 
 
 

 
Key Words 1-100 

 
 
 
 
 

Running records 
 

 
Plot the Plot – 
Harry and the 
Dinosaurs (L1) 

Task 
 
 

Running Records 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Running records 

 
Chicks and Eggs 

(L1) Task 
 
 
 
 

Running Records 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Running Records 

 
Writing 
 
 

 
Harvest Prayer 

(L1)  
For Portfolio 

 

  
Instructions for 

Making Pancakes 
(L1) Task 
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Key Stage 1 
 

  
Term 1A 

 
Term 1B 

 
Term 2A 

 
Term 2B 

 
Term 3 

 

Primary 3  
Talking and 
Listening 
 

     
Goldilocks and 
the three bears 

(L1) Task 
 

 
Reading 
 
 

 
HFW Check 

 
 
 
 

Running Records 
 

 
My Birthday Party 

(L1) Task 
 
 
 

Running Records 

  
Life Cycle of a 
Butterfly (L1) 

Task 
 
 

Running Records 

 

 
Writing 
 
 

 
‘Write and Tell’ 

Slipper 
Description (L1)  

Task 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Charlie and the 
Chick Story (L1) 
(For Portfolio) 
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Term 1A 
 

Term 1B 
 

Term 2A 
 

Term 2B 
 

Term 3 
 

Primary 4  
Talking and 
Listening 
 

     
Show and Tell 

(L1,2,3)  
Task 

 

 
Reading 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Running Records 
 

 
‘Finding facts’ 

WW2 information 
texts (L1,2,) 

Task 
 
 

Running Records 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Running Records 

 
Character Study 
on Jack (L1,2,3) 

Task 
 
 
 

Running Records 

 

 
Writing 
 
 

 
‘Writing Home’ 
(WW2, link to 
stories with 

familiar setting) 
(L1+2) 
Task 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Instructional 

writing ‘This Is 
How You Make’ 

(L1,2,3) 
Task 
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Key Stage 2 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  
Term 1A 

 
Term 1B 

 
Term 2A 

 
Term 2B 

 
Term 3 

 

Primary 5  
Talking and 
Listening 
 

    
 

 
I’m Persuading 

(L3) - Task 

 
Reading 
 
 

  
Character Study – 
The Grand High 

Witch (L2/3) 
Task 

 

 
Finding Facts – 

Batty About Bats 
(L2/3) 
Task 

 
Also Esio trot and 

Owl Who Was 
Afraid of the Dark 
tasks if needed. 

(L2/3)  
For Portfolio 

 

 
 

 

 
Writing 
 
 

 
Instructions – 

‘This is how you 
do it.’ (2/3) 

Task 
 

   
Science Fiction 

Story (L2/3)  
(For Portfolio). 
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Term 1A 

 
Term 1B 

 
Term 2A 

 
Term 2B 

 
Term 3 

 

Primary 6  
Talking and 
Listening 
 

    
Character Study 

(L4/5) Task 

 
 

 
Reading 
 
 

  
Off The Page (L4) 

Task 

 
 

 
Character Study 

(L4/5) Task 

 

 
Writing 
 
 

 
Dear Diary (L4) 

Task 

  
Explanation 

writing – ‘Tell Me 
Why’ (L4/5) 

Task 
 

 
 

 

  
Term 1A 

 
Term 1B 

 
Term 2A 

 
Term 2B 

 
Term 3 

 

Primary 7  
Talking and 
Listening 
 

    
Character Study 

(L4/5) Task 

 
 

 
Reading 
 
 

  
Off The Page (L4) 

Task 

 
 

 
Character Study 

(L4/5) Task 

 

 
Writing 
 
 

 
Dear Diary (L4) 

Task 

  
Explanation 

writing – ‘Tell Me 
Why’ (L4/5) 

Task 
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APPENDIX 2: USING MATHEMATICS 

Foundation Stage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 1 

  
Term 1A 

 
Term 1B 

 
Term 2A 

 
Term 2B 

 
Term 3 

 

 
Primary 3 

 

 
Samples from 
classwork for 

portfolio 
 

 
Cool Ice Cream  

(L1)  
Task 

 
Samples from 
classwork for 

portfolio 
 

 
Baking Day  

(L1) 
Task 

 
SMDH Summer 

Assessment  
(In Class) 

 
Primary 4 

 

  
Jane’s Party (L2) 

Task 
 

Watch These Chicks 
(L1) Task 

 

 
Surveys (L1/2) 

Task 

 
Baking Day (L2) 

Task 
 

Fun With Patterns 
(L3) Task 

 

 

 

 

  
Term 1A 

 
Term 1B 

 
Term 2A 

 
Term 2B 

 
Term 3 

 

 
Primary 1 

 

x 
 

x x x x 

 
Primary 2 

X 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
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Key Stage 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Term 1A 

 
Term 1B 

 
Term 2A 

 
Term 2B 

 
Term 3 

 

 
Primary 5 

 

  
Fun with Patterns 

(L3)  
Task 

 
Snack Bar (L3)  

Task 

 
How Does Your 

Garden Grow (L3) 
Task 

 

 
Healthy Tuck Shop 

(L3) 
Task 

 

 
Primary 6 

 

 
 

 
5 A Day (L3) 

Task 
 

 
Wacky Darts (L3)  

 
 

 

 
Primary 7 

 

 
Potato Survey (L4) 

Task 
 

You’re The Manager 
(L5) Task 

 

 
Paper Detective (L4) 

Task 
 

Christmas Parties 
(L4) Task 

 
Marathon Mania (L5) 

Task 
 

 
Play Park (L4) 

Task 
 

Tom The Tiler (L5) 
Task 

 
Sports Day (L4) 

Task 
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APPENDIX 3: USING ICT 

  
Term 1A 

 
Term 1B 

 
Term 2A 

 
Term 2B 

 
Term 3 

 

 
Primary 1 

 

  
Draw yourself, Label 

and print using 
2Simple on IWB 

 

  
Plan A Journey 
(CCEA) - Task 

 

 
Primary 2 

 

  
Plan A Journey 
(CCEA) – Task 

 

 
Tickets Please 
(CCEA) - Task 

  
Plan an E-Story 
(CCEA) - Task 

 
Primary 3 

 

  
You’re Invited 

(CCEA) – Task 
 

 
Art Attack  

(CCEA) - Task 

 
 

 
Movers & Groovers 

(CCEA) – Task 
 

 
Primary 4 

 

 
Art Attack 

(CCEA) – Task 
 

 
Show Time 

(CCEA) - Task 

 
Poster Magic 

(CCEA) - Task 

 
Graph It 

(CCEA) - Task 

 

 
Primary 5 

 

 
Exploring a Maze 
(CCEA) – Task 

 

  
Poster Magic  

(CCEA) – Task 

 
Show Time  

(CCEA) – Task 

 

 
Primary 6 

 

 
See This 

(CCEA) – Task 
 

  
Design A Leaflet 
(CCEA) - Task 

  
On The Tiles 

(CCEA) - Task 

 
Primary 7 

 

 
Topic Time 

(CCEA) – Task 
 

 
 

 
Place to Shore 
(CCEA) - Task 

 
 

 
Design A Leaflet 
(CCEA) - Task 
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APPENDIX 4: Whole School Summative Assessment Overview (Including Standardised Tests) 

 
Assessment 

 
Primary 1 

 
Primary 2 

 
Primary 3 

 
Primary 4 

 
Primary 5 

 
Primary 6 

 
Primary 7 

 

 
Wellcomm 

 
x 

British Picture 
Vocabulary 

Test 

     

 
PTE 

 

  x x x x x 

 
PTM 

 

  x x x x x 

 
NGRT/NGST 

 

  x x x x x 

 
CAT 4 

 

  x x 

 x 

 

 
MIST 

 

 x 

     

PASS x x x x x x x 

Level 
in Communication 

   x 

  x 

Level In  
Using Maths 

   x 

  x 

Level in UICT 
 

   x 

  x 

 
Running Records 

 
x x x x x 

  

 
Parental Report x x x x x x x 
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APPENDIX 5: Assessment Calendar (Draft and subject to change) 

AUGUST 
• PD Day for Assessment – Analysis 

booklets – identify underachievers 

and high achievers and strategies 

to address these children.  

• Review Assessment for Learning 

(AFL). 

SEPTEMBER 

• Review overview of 

communication and Using Maths 

assessment for each term (Tasks). 

Ensure no overlap between 

classes. Go through Pupil Portfolio 

lay out and expectations with staff. 

OCTOBER 
• Pupil Progress meeting with 

parents. 

• Meet with teachers to review 

progress of underachievers and 

high achievers identified in August. 

NOVEMBER 
• Review pupil observation files and 

actions being taken. 

 

• AQE Transfer Tests. 

 

DECEMBER 
• Check with teachers to ensure 

pupil portfolio tasks for term 1 

have been completed. 

• Check pupil portfolios to ensure 

progression evident (Track a 

sample of pupils from previous 

year to present). 

JANUARY 

• Meet with teachers to review 

progress of underachievers and 

high achievers identified in August. 

FEBRUARY 

• Review pupil observation files and 

actions being taken. 

 

MARCH 
• Check with teachers to ensure 

pupil portfolio tasks for term 2 

have been completed. 

• Pupil Progress meeting with 

parents. 

 

APRIL 

• Organise timetable for 

Standardised Testing. 

• Levels for End of Key Stage 

submitted and entered into 

Assessment Manager. (Possibly 

early May) 

• Meet with teachers to review 

underachievers and overachievers 

identified in August and identify 

any other pupils of concern.  

MAY 
• Organise Online order for Standardised Tests and review procedure with 

staff. 

• Standardised Tests. 

• Marking of Standardised Tests (NGRT only). 

• Primary 3 CAT 4 sent away to be marked 

• Completion of class assessment tables by P3-7 Teachers. 

• Completion of 1st page of Blue pupil assessment folders entering 

standardised scores. 

JUNE 
• Review underachievers from 

previous year against current 

results to see if underachievement 

is continuing or not. 

• Complete PIE, PIM and End of Key 

Stage analysis booklets ready for 

August. 

• Ensure class assessment file is 

updated and complete ready to be 

passed on to next class teacher 
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• Results for Standardised Tests fed into Assessment Manager. 

• Completion of Class assessment folders. 

 

 


