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MULLAVILLY PRIMARY SCHOOL

Inspiring, Believing, Achieving’
1. INTRODUCTION

Homework is considered an integral part of the curriculum. It enriches, revises and
consolidates work completed in school. This policy represents the agreed principles
for the provision of Homework within Mullavilly Primary School.

2. RATIONALE FOR HOMEWORK

Homework is a very important part of a child's education. It is the policy of Mullavilly
Primary School that all pupils should receive homework because:

1. Itis useful in consolidating and extending the work done in the classroom.

2. It strengthens the educational partnership between parents and teachers.

3. It provides parents with an opportunity to share and support their child’s
learning.

4. It provides a means by which parents can monitor their child’s progress.

5. It encourages self-discipline and independent study skills.

3. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
The aims and objectives of homework are:

a. To enable pupils to make maximum progress in their academic and social
development;

b. To help pupils develop the skills of an independent learner;

c. To promote cooperation between home and school in supporting each child's
learning;

d. To consolidate and reinforce the learning done in school, and to allow children
to practise skills taught in lessons;

e. To help children develop good work habits for the future.

Over the years we have consistently found that our most successful pupils are those
who have attended to their ‘learning’ homework (spellings, tables, number facts), have
been supported at home with their reading and have had supervision during written
homework assignments.
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4. HOMEWORK TASKS

Homework, generally, will be set each day from Monday to Thursday. The nature and
amount of work to be completed at home will depend on the age and ability of the
child. All homework tasks and activities will have a clear purpose and assist pupils in
the progress of their academic development.

Reading

We would hope that children read daily (alongside the schedule that follows) and that
reading for pleasure is valued at all times and is not just confined to the total time
spent completing homework. This would include fostering early reading skills, where
appropriate. We want to promote a love of reading in every child. We encourage
parents and carers to discuss their children’s books and ask questions about them to
ensure that there is understanding of their book as well as accurate reading.

a. Foundation Stage (Year 1)

Homework tasks will be outlined on a Homework Sheet, which is given to the child at
the outset of the week and will include the following:
e Reading-related homework i.e. learning words, wordless reading books
(Monday — Thursday)
e Reading books (November onwards dependent on reading readiness)
e Literacy, Numeracy or Topic related Activity (Monday — Wednesday)

b. Foundation Stage (Year 2)

Homework tasks will be outlined on a Homework Sheet, which is given to the child at
the outset of the week and will include the following:

Reading (Monday — Thursday)

Phonics revision of initial sounds and letter names (Term 1)

Spellings (Term 2 onwards dependent on spelling readiness)

Numeracy activity (Monday — Thursday both practical and written)

c. Key Stage 1 (Year 3)

Homework tasks will be will be outlined on a Homework Sheet, which is given to the
child at the outset of the week and will include the following:
e Reading (Monday — Thursday)
e Spellings and Spelling Related Activities outlined in the pupils’ Spelling
Homework Books (Monday — Thursday)
e Mental Maths Activity (Monday — Thursday)
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d. Key Stage 1 (Year 4)

e Reading

e Spellings and Spelling Related Activities outlined in the pupils’ Spelling
Homework Books (Monday — Thursday)

¢ Mental Maths Activity (Monday — Thursday)

e Literacy Homework (every Tuesday night)

e Numeracy Homework (every Monday night)

e. Key Stage 2 (Years 5, 6 and 7)

Homework tasks will be written down in the pupil’s Homework Diary at the outset of
each day and will include the following:

e Reading (Monday — Thursday)

e Spellings and Spelling Related Activities outlined in the pupils’ Spelling
Homework Books (Monday — Thursday)

e Mental Maths/ Tables Activity (Monday — Thursday)

e Literacy Homework (every Tuesday)

e Numeracy Homework (every Monday)

Please note that occasionally a Literacy or Numeracy homework may be substituted
for a homework activity from another Area of Learning e.g. World Around Us,
P.D.M.U., ICT etc.

f. Pupils Who Receive Learning Support

Those pupils who receive learning support in either Literacy and Numeracy may
have specific tasks to complete in addition to homework set by the class teacher.
These tasks will be discussed with the parents.

a. Pupils Who Are Absent

If a child is absent due to illness it is the policy of the school not to send homework
home. The assumption would be that the child was too ill to work.

If a child is absent for a length of time e.g. with a broken leg, the teacher and the parent
will agree what homework should be completed, how it should be marked and what
sort of support is required to help the pupil. This will be done in consultation with the
principal.

Teachers will not prepare classwork/homework for a child who is being withdrawn from
school for a family holiday.
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Home Learning Projects
As part of our inclusive curriculum, all classes will be asked to complete a home

learning projects at least once every term. These projects are linked to the class
learning theme and children have a choice of which tasks they wish to complete at
home. We believe the projects are a great opportunity for parents and carers to work
alongside their child, enhancing their learning experience. The projects are shared
with other classes and parents regularly.

5. ROLE OF THE CLASS TEACHER

e To provide an explanation of homework tasks to parents when necessary and
give guidance of how they might assist their child.

e To set up regular homework in an easily followed routine.
e To ensure that homework is set consistently across classes.

e To ensure any homework is purposeful and links directly to the curriculum
being taught.

e To reward and praise children who complete homework tasks to the best of
their ability.

e To mark homework when necessary and give feedback to pupils.

6. ROLE OF THE PRINCIPAL AND THE GOVERNORS

To check compliance of the Policy.
e To meet and talk with parents when appropriate.
e To discuss with staff how far the policy is being successfully implemented.

e To inform new parents to the school so that they are aware of the policy and
what it entails.

7. ROLE OF THE PARENTS/CARERS

e To make it clear to their children that they value homework and they support
the school by explaining how it can help learning.

e To support the school by ensuring that his/her child attempts the homework.
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e To provide a suitable place for their child to carry out their homework i.e. at a
table in a quiet space.

e To become actively involved and support their child with homework activities
i.e. listening to reading and asking questions about the reading, checking that
spellings and mental maths facts have been learned and checking written
homework to ensure neatness and completion.

e To encourage and praise their child when they have completed their
homework.

e Tosign the homework when it is completed. This does not mean that the
teacher expects the work to be corrected. Signing is seen as an indication
that the parent is happy with their child’s effort.

e To provide a written explanation to the class teacher if, for any reason, your
child is unable to complete a homework. Please note that non-completion of
homework without a written explanation is not acceptable.

At Mullavilly Primary School we expect parents to support and help their children with
homework. Parents are requested to inform the teacher of any difficulties which the
child may experience in completing the homework.

8. ROLE OF THE CHILD

e To ensure they have everything they need to complete homework each week.

e To make sure they understand the tasks that have been set.

e To complete homework with the same level of effort as would be expected in
class.

e To hand the homework in on time.

e To take on board any feedback about homework.

9. RACIAL EQUALITY & EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

All children have equal access and inclusive rights to the curriculum regardless of their
gender, race, disability or ability. We plan work that is differentiated for the
performance of all groups and individuals. Mullavilly Primary School is committed to
creating a positive climate that will enable everyone to work free from racial
intimidation and harassment and to achieve their full potential.
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What will happen if children don’t complete their homework?

The expectation is that children will complete their homework. However if for any
reason children are unable to complete their homework, parents/ carers should
provide the class teacher with a note or contact the class teacher explaining why the
homework has not been completed on the day the homework was due to be returned
to school. Teachers will keep records of children completing homework and these
records will be checked on a regular basis.

Incomplete or homework considered completed unsatisfactorily without an explanation
from parents, will be returned as soon as possible by the teacher for completion at
home.

There may be occasions when a child will miss playtime or some of a lunch time, if
they have not completed homework.

If a child persistently does not complete homework then the teacher may contact the
parents and ask to speak to them in order for school and home to work in partnership
for the benefit of the child.
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